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RESPONSE TO WF.STRTCTION REQUIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patents: 

In response to the Office Action with Restriction Requirement dated February 25, 
2003 Applicants hereby elect with partial traverse for reasons elaborated below, Group I, claims 
1 and 5-7 directed to polynucleotides, vectors, and host cells comprising polynucleotides, for 
examination at this time. Applicants further elect, with traverse, the nucleotide sequence 
according to SEQ ID NO:5. For reasons discussed below, Applicants respectfully request that 
claims 3 and 4 be rejoined to the elected claims for examination at this time. Applicants reserve 
the right to pursue, without prejudice, the subject matter of the non-elected groups m a 
subsequent divisional, continuation, or continuation-in-part application. Considerate of the 
Remarks submitted herewith and of the elected claims is now requested. 



REMARKS 



Applicants respectfully seek clarification with respect to characterization in the 
Restriction Requirement of the subject matter encompassed by particular pending claims as 
discussed below. Applicants wish to point out that claims 3, 4, and 16 are not included in any of 
Groups I-XI and that each of claims 12-14 is included in two Groups. Specifically, claim 12 is 
included in Groups IV and V; claim 13 is included in Groups II and IV; and claim 14 is included 
in Groups IV and X. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the Group designations 
for the subject matter of these non-elected claims. 

Applicants respectfully request that claims 3 and 4 be rejoined to the elected 
claims in Group I (claims 1, 5-7) for examination at this time. Group I is directed to 
polynucleotides, vectors, and host cells comprising such polynucleotides, and claims 3 and 4 
relate to identification of such nucleic acid molecules by hybridization. Applicants respectfully 
submit that concurrent examination of the subject matter of claims 3 and 4 with that of claims 1 
and 5-7 in the present application would not create a serious burden on the Examiner. 
Specifically, Applicants submit that no undue search burden would arise were claims 3 and 4 to 
be rejoined to Group I because a search in the specialized area of the claimed metalloproteinase- 
encoding polynucleotides would be expected also to yield any references, should they exist, 
having relevance to complementary, hybridizing sequences. 

Applicants also respectfully traverse the requirement further to elect a single 
nucleic acid sequence. Contrary to the assertion in the Action that "it cannot be determined, for 
example, how SEQ ID NO:l and SEQ ID NO:3 or SEQ ID NO:l and SEQ ID NO:5 are related 
to each other," applicants respectfully submit that the relationship among these sequences is 
clearly provided by the present application, for example, in the specification at page 10, lines 17- 
22; at page 15, line 24 through page 16, line 29; at page 21, line 23, through page 22, line 4; in 
Examples 1 and 2 (pages 62-63); and elsewhere; and in Figure 3. Accordingly, Applicants elect 
SEQ ID NO:5 solely for purposes of responding to the Restriction Requirement, and respectfully 
request that this further requirement for election of a single sequence be reconsidered in the 
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context of the teachings of the present application, 
elected claims is now requested. 



Consideration of the present Remarks and the 
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Kai Wang et al. 
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